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June 12, 19B7 



BERLIN: PRESIDENT'S SPEECH 



Q. Do you have any comment on the initiatives the President 
proposed in Berlin today? 

A. — IN HIS JUNE 12 SPEECH AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE 

PRESIDENT REAGAN CHALLENGED THE SOVIETS TO LOWER THE 
BARRIERS THAT DIVIDE EUROPE AND PARTICULARLY BERLIN. 
HE SUGGESTED POSSIBLE STEPS TO OPEN UP EAST-WEST 
CONTACTS WITHIN BERLIN TO EXPAND BERLIN'S ROLE AS A 
WORLD MEETING PLACE AND TO IMPROVE THE VITAL AIR 
ACCESS TO AND FROM WEST BERLIN — DEVELOPING WEST 
BERLIN AS AN AVIATION HUB. 

THE SPEECH SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. WE ARE CONSULTING WITH 
OUR BRITISH, FRENCH, AND GERMAN ALLIES. 

AS THE PRESIDENT SAID IN HIS SPEECH, WE CALL ON THE 
OTHER SIDE TO JOIN WITH US IN OVERCOMING BARRIERS AND 
OPENING BERLIN STILL FURTHER TO ALL OF EUROPE, EAST 



AND WEST. 
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